
Warming Centers 2025 

Local organizations are coming together to open an Emergency 
Cold Weather Shelter at 

 Second First Church, located at 318 N. Church Street. The 
City of Rockford, the Northern Illinois Homeless Coalition, and 
Second Congregational UCC/First Presbyterian Church have 
partnered to provide this vital resource to the community. The 
Rockford Overnight Cafe returns. The operating hours of the Café 
are 8:00 pm – 7:00 am. The Café is for those 18 years of age and 
older. 

It’s especially important during these times of extreme cold and 
strong winds, as these conditions can be life threatening. The 
shelter is only available to adults, and due to limited capacity, 
anyone currently staying at Rockford Rescue Mission will not be 
accepted. 

If you know of a family with children who are in need of shelter, 
please call the Homeless Hotline at 1-844-710-6919. 

Other local warming centers include: 

The Carpenter’ s Place 
1149 Railroad Ave. Rockford 
Mon- Fri 8:15am- 3:00pm 

Winnebago County Justice Center 
650 W. State St. Rockford 
Lobby open 24 hrs/ 7 days a week 

Pecatonica Village Hall 
405 Main St. Pecatonica 
Mon- Fri 8:00am- 4:00pm 



Village of Machesney Park 
300 Roosevelt Rd. Machesney Park 
Mon- Fri 8:00am- 4:30pm 

 Women’ s Crisis Center of the Rockford Rescue Mission 
809 Cedar St. Rockford 
Women and Children Only 
8:00am- 5:00pm/ 7days a week 

Men’s Crisis Center of the Rockford Rescue Mission 
715 W. State St. Rockford 
7:00am- 7:00pm/ 7 days a week 
Meals served 3 times per day at 
7:00am- Noon – 5:30pm 

ROCKFORD, Ill. (WTVO) — For Rockford’s homeless population, winter weather 
can be dangerous. 
Pastor Becky Erbe, of Second Congregational/First Presbyterian Church, at 318 N 
Church Street, says her church is set to host an “Overnight Cafe” to help. 
“You are surprised at how quickly somebody can just fall asleep and never wake 
up because they’re frozen to death. So it’s really nice to give people a place to stay 
where they’re safe and it’s warm and they can have a blanket and a hot meal,” 
Erbe said. 
From January to early March, Second First’s gym will be filled with cots and warm 
blankets for those seeking shelter from the cold. 
“They can connect with services that come in through the evening. We serve a 
meal and they can get clean socks, clean underwear, things that can take them on 
to the next day,” Erbe said. 
She added that the church serves about 175 homeless in the Overnight Cafe’s 
operating months. 
“We travel to the parking ramps to encourage people to come to us. Some 
preferred the parking ramps and being alone and others jumped at the chance to 
come in someplace warm,” Erbe said. 
Erbe said she believes the church should help Rockford’s homeless population. 
“We are lucky and, just the basis of where we’re located, that we’re by the bus. 
It’s an easy place for people who travel, who walk every day all over the city, that 
this is a centrally located place that they can come and stay,” she said. “We want 
to be able to do whatever we can to make sure people are safe and fed and feel 
like they are welcomed.” 



The church’s Overnight Cafe is open from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. from now until March 
10th. 
Second First is also asking for volunteers to help with the effort. 


